
 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      In this issue… 

 Host Events & Recruitment 

 Dates for your Diary 

 

Mar – May 2020 

We are ALWAYS on the lookout for New Hosts, and at our recent Host 
Recruitment Event held at The Basement Project, we were NOT 
disappointed! The event went GREAT, we had a LOT of interest and there 
are currently THREE applications underway to becoming New Redditch 
Nightstop Host Families! Thank you to all who attended. 
 

We have rearranged the cancelled Event for Thursday 24th September 4:30-
7pm, you will be able to meet some of our amazing hosts and staff, talk to 
them about their  hosting experiences, ask them questions, watch our 
presentations and enjoy the tea, coffee and cake available! If you would like 
more information or would like to attend, please contact Sharon on 01527 
66036 or drop her an email on sholtom@redditchnightstop.co.uk. 
 We asked our hosts for some feedback on their hosting experience, how she got involved, how she is finding 

being a host, please read her full response on the last page of this Newsletter. 
 

Hosts who have looked after Young People over the last few months, and hosts that joined us the end of 
2019 have kindly added these little bits of feedback: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

  

COVID-19 & REDDITCH NIGHTSTOP 

Recent events have unfortunately forced us to make some difficult decisions within Redditch Nightstop, although it is too great a 

risk to continue to provide emergency accommodation in host homes, we are still maintaining regular contact with all of the young 

people currently accessing our drop in, learning and floating support projects.  This support is very regular and can be daily for 

some.  We are continuing to take referrals for floating support from our usual referral partners which includes Redditch Borough 

Council and Social Care.  We are very much here for those in need of our services, even though the way we are working has 

temporarily changed.  If you would like to get in touch with us regarding any of the above please contact us on the number above 

or email ssadler@redditchnightstop.co.uk or sholtom@redditchnightstop.co.uk. 

Thank you all for your understanding in this difficult time, please take care or yourselves and your loved ones. 

Stay safe, stay home. 
Please follow Redditch Nightstops new 

Twitter feed @RedditchNightStop and 

on Facebook @RedditchNightstop 

where we will bring you all our latest 

News! 

info@redditchnightstop.co.uk          01527 66036          www.redditchnightstop.co.uk           

 Unit 4 & 5 Britten House, The Old Needle Works, Britten Street, Redditch B976HD Registered Charity No 1138158 Company No 07302871 

Unfortunately a few of our Charity and Fund Raising events have 

had to be cancelled, which means we need YOUR HELP 

whether you’re an individual, a group or a local business to 

arrange/support and suggest ways you could help us to top up our 

Hardship Fund in this difficult time, if you think you could help 

please contact Sharon on sholtom@redditchnightstop.co.uk for a 

fundraising pack.  THANK YOU in advance for your support. 

THURSDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 

Volunteer Afternoon Tea Thank You 3-5pm. 

THURSDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER 

Basement Project Host Recruitment Evening 4:30-19:00 

SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER 

Webbs RNS Awareness Stand and Collections Day 

OCTOBER 

Big Sleep Out Date TBA 

THURSDAY 15 TH OCTOBER 

Business Networking Event at The Basement Project In 

Bromsgrove 9-12 

THURSDAY 22ND OCTOBER 

Business Networking Event at Redditch Nightstop 10-1 

 SATURDAY 5TH DECEMBER 

Old Needle Works Xmas Market 12-5pm 

MONDAY 21ST DECEMBER 

Bag Pack at Waitrose Alcester 

 

Please contact Sharon on sholtom@redditchnightstop.co.uk 

if you would like any further information on the above. 

 

Jewellery Session – this has been running since November, one lunchtime session per week, we have a great group being assisted by one of our 

supported lodgings hosts and our Homeless Prevention & Progression Officer Sarah Brady, the group  have been creating chain link jewellery, beaded jewellery on loops 
and knitted rope jewellery, some great pictures below, the group enjoy a lunch during the session and have said they find it relaxing and are learning some great 
techniques, we are hoping to have some of these fantastic creations on sale later in the year at local craft events! 
 

 

 

 

 

Cookery Sessions – this course ran once a week for 8 weeks, we have had a lot of young people attend, cooking over 

25 different dishes, mainly using ingredients from our shop, they have learnt new skills, tried new foods and shared 
meals together, this is a great learning and socialising experience for our young people. 

Please contact us if you want any 

further information on anything in this 

newsletter. Thank you. 



 

 

 

 

A Note from one of our Hosts….. 

I heard about Nightstop through my church, one of our members was acting as a volunteer driver for them.  I 

then went to an auction evening in Riley's Restaurant and learn more about …… I then decided to become a 

host and was DBS checked to do so. 

I was given training regarding the sort of young person I might have, the difficulties they might face and how 

to deal with emergencies should the need arise. I was introduced to the rules for the young person and the 

rules for hosts and have regular checks to see that all is well with what I provide; i.e. the accommodation I 

offer and the  wellbeing of the young people who stay with me. I am offered regular retraining sessions and can 

always refer to Nightstop if I am worried about anything. 

I have been involved with both emergency accommodation and supported lodgings for several years. The 

difference between the two is that supported lodgings generally is longer term and there are different rules for 

each type of accommodation, for example a young person on supported lodgings would be given their own key 

to get into the house and they can be left alone in the house short term (e.g. if the host goes shopping, to 

meetings, to social activities)  I prefer supported lodgings as it is easier to build a supportive relationship with 

the young person and to help them to learn to become independent for when they move on to their own 

place.  However, I am always available for anyone who needs emergency accommodation even if I already have 

another on supported lodgings. 

What Nightstop offers to young persons:   

In house training for future living, helps them with benefit queries and actively helps to move them into their 

own place. Nightstop does more than this depending on the needs of the young person in their care. 

Nightstop offers hosts:  

Support, training, advice and payment. They are always available during working hours and if I have a young 

person on emergency accommodation, they offer telephone support over the weekend and out of office hours.  

Over the time I have been a host for Nightstop I have had a variety of young people ranging from 16 - 25-year 

olds.  I have had everything from long term placements (6 months or longer) to overnight emergency 

accommodation.  I have had up to 3 people at any one time (1/2 on emergency accommodation with 1/2 on 

supported lodgings when there is an urgent need). I have had 2 young persons (not related) on supported 

lodgings for 3/4 months together but I usually only have one at a time.  The young persons' problems and the 

reasons they are homeless are many and varied but Nightstop do not place dangerously unstable people or 

people using drugs or alcohol with hosts.  

What do I offer the young person? 

I offer a safe and secure environment where they can stop, take stock and eventually move on to their own 

place….They come to me in a very anxious state but after a few days begin to settle down and get into a 

routine.  I try to maintain this security so that the young person can begin to organise themselves, so they 

become able to move into independent living and I offer a place for as long as they need it. Where there are 

mental health issues, I offer a calm and quiet environment, where there is anxiety, I offer a safe haven, where 

there is a sense of hopelessness, I try to build up confidence.  I let them take the lead, if they want to talk I 

will listen, if they ask advice I give what I can but also refer them to Nightstop, if they want to shut 

themselves away I give them the space to do this. I respect their privacy and confidentiality. 

Nightstop gives me a brief outline of their history without going into details - I am given the knowledge that I 

need to know.  I offer a clean and bright room for their own personal use; the use of most of the rest of the 

house and garden (my bedroom and en suite are off limits as is the bedroom of any other young person staying 

with me); I allow them to use the kitchen to cook , make themselves drinks etc as they wish but I provide their 

meals and I try to give them food they like; they have access to a bath and/or a shower  as they wish and they 

can join me for meals or watching TV;  and I give them access to my secure internet.   

In the event that we don't get on or I feel cannot trust the young person Nightstop will always move the 

young person to another host. This has rarely happened as most of the young people are relieved to have a safe 

haven and very, very rarely take advantage. 

What do I get out of this? 

I feel that I am offering what I have to someone who needs it.  Sometimes it moves me out of my comfort 

zone, but I find it is really rewarding especially when a young person moves on to their own place and lives 

independently. I feel I have helped them gain the self-confidence and some skills with the help of Nightstop to 

do this.  I enjoy the company of young people and I hope they enjoy mine!   

Our supported lodgings have a 100% success rate for young people moving onto live independently. 


